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“Bio” 
Dr. Rudolph C. Rÿser grew to maturity in the Cowlitz Indian culture on the US Pacific Northwest coast. He is, however, of 
Cree/Oneida (doodem Ohkwa:lí [meaning Bear—keeper of medicine knowledge and community wellness]) and Orcadian 
descent on his mother’s side and Swiss (Swabian) descent on his father’s. His mother taught him much about traditional 
foods and medicine uses and history, techniques and practices about which he teaches his students. Dr. Rÿser earned his 
doctorate in inter-national relations. He founded the Center for World Indigenous Studies in 1979 at the request of tribal 
leaders and is widely recognized around the world as the principle architect of theories and principles of Fourth World 
Geopolitics and teacher of traditional medicines. He is the author of the seminal book Indigenous Nations and Modern 
States: The Political Emergence of Nations Challenging State Power (2012), the online book Biodiversity Wars, Coexistence 
or Biocultural Collapse in the 21st Century (2019), and the Fourth World Geopolitical Reader (1997). He has for more than 
fifty-years worked in the fields of traditional knowledge systems, American Indian Affairs as a writer/researcher and as an 
indigenous peoples’ international relations practitioner. 
 

“Abstract” 
Any system of knowledge is by definition dependent on metaphor or the comparison of two actions or concepts fused to 
become one containing the characteristics of both. It is the nature of all knowledge systems that metaphor informs the 
rational mind to render the Advancing the Application of Traditional Knowledge CWIS.ORG invisible apparent. It is thus the 
case that the universe becomes conceivable and comprehendible when the metaphor of the “four directions” is used to 
depict our understanding of what lays before us. Each post pointing out at right angles reminds the mind of the rising sun, 
the northern star, the southern pole and the western setting sun.  Each direction calls forth images of lands, waters, animals, 
plants and changes in the environment. Then by adding a vertical dimension rising above and below the four directions 
metaphor with a point in the middle providing the three additional directions leading to the cosmos and the inner earth - the 
inquiring mind comprehends the universe and the powers of the Earth - none of which is directly visible. The metaphor of 
the “Four Directions with the Cosmological Dimensions” guides the mind to conceive of the practical and concrete as well 
as the infinitely large and infinitely small – pathways leading to truth - framing the many knowledge systems of the world’s 
peoples. 
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